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Ploase reply to: Fremont Office

October 4, 2010

Via U.S. Mail

Craig Whitenack, Civil Investigator

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region IX, Southern California Field Office
600 Wilshire Avenue, Suite 1420

Los Angeles, California 90017

Re:  Supplemental Response to EPA CERCLA Section 104(e) Request for
Information: Yosemite Creek Superfund Site (October 15, 2009 -
Olympian Qil Co.)

Dear Mr. Whitenack:

Upon receiving the August 24, 2010 letter from James Hanson re Follow Up
Request for Information pertaining to the Yosemite Creek Superfund Removal Site, I
spoke with Michael Massey to discuss the issues raised in the letter.

Following Mr, Massey’s suggcstions, and subject to, without waiving both
the general and specific objections stated in Olympian Qil’s initial response dated
January 5, 2010, Olympian submits the following supplemental response:

SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSE TO OCTOBER 15, 2009 EPA
INFORMATION REQUESTS

I3 Describe generally the nature of the businesy conducted by
Respondent and identify the products manufactured, formulated, or prepared by
Respondent throughout its history of operations.

SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSE:

Without waiving objections previously asserted, Olympian supplements its
responsc to this request as follows:
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Olympian Qil Company (“Olympian Qil”) was founded in 1954 with its
headquarters located at 35 South Linden Avenuc, South San Franeisco, California. It
began as a wholesale distributor of gasoline products and over the years, expanded its
business to include operation/ownership of gas stations in the San Francisco Bay
Area with the “Olympian” name, as well as stations under the brand names such as
Chevron and Unocal.

Beginning in or about 1998, Olympian Qi] also had a fueling service that
would refuel fleets at night.

In 1988, Olympian Qil created Commereial Fueling Network, which provided
1ts participants transaction services that supported the operation of a network of
automated dispensing equipment. Commercial Fueling Network became its own
corporation and was sold to Tleetcor Technologies, Inc. in August 2003,

In July 2002 when Olympian Oil was sold to Nella Oil, Olympian Oil had 10
gas stations and 37 Commercial Fueling Network siles, accessible only with
membership cards.

Olympian Oil did not manufacture, formulate or prepare any products. It had
a Lube/Qil Department that would sell motor oil which was delivered to Olympian in
55-gallon drums on consignment by the following companies: AMSCO, a division of
Union Oil Company, Shell Oil Company, Gulf Qil Company and Cato Qil & Greasc
Company, These companies would arrange for the disposition of the drums and in
general, they would pick up the used drums from Olympian Oil.

There is no written record that Bay Area Drum Company (or its predecesgors)
cver picked up drums for reconditioning from Qlympian Oil, or that Olympian Oil
ever delivered drums to the Bay Area Drum sitc (“Bay Area Drum™). The only
“evidence” DTSC had in support of its naming Olympian Oil a PRP was a statement
made by Jack Hamilton, a former employee of Bay Arca Drum Company (and/or its
predecessors) and owner operator at Bay Area Drum. Mr. Hamilton was not under
oath when he made the statement and in fact insisted that he “would leave if any
lawyers were present.” (See Exhibit “A” enclosed herein.) According o Mr,
[Hamilton, he recalled taking 50 drums every two weeks from Olympian Oil’s Linden
Avenue Plant between 1965 and 1970, This estimate was never corroborated or
verified by any person or any document.

Olympian Oil’s own records showed that it never had drums picked up and
delivered to Bay Area Drum. The only Bay Area Drum connection Qlympian Oil
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was able to find was that it may have purchased reconditioned oil drums from Bay
Area Drums. (See Dcclarations of Dennis Lowry and Joseph McDonald included in
Olympian Oil’s 104(e) Response dated January 5, 2010.) This is consistent with the
one and only written record Bay Area Drum had of any relationship with Olympian
Oil- a one-time, Friday, April 21" entry of a “salesman’s daily report™ showing
Olympian Oil as a potential buyer. (See Exhibit “B” cnclosed herein.) This confirms
what Olympian Oil has always maintained, that is, the only contact it ever had with
Bay Area Drum was to purchase drums.

Again, we want 1o emphasize that we are happy to continue to assist the EPA
as appropriate, but as noted throughout, Olympian has not becn able to locate any
records of drums being picked up and/or dclivered to the BAD site. 1f you have any

questions regarding the supplemental response, please fzel free to contact me, Thank
you.

Very truly yours,
TRUMP, ALIOTO, TRUMP & PRESCOTT, LLP.
DAPﬁLlN

DCL:kp
Enclosures

cc: Nicholas van Aelstyn, Esq.
Michacl Massey, Esq,
Client

If the time frame of 1965-1970 estimated by Mr. Hamilton and the DTSC is accurate, 1967
was the year when April 21 fell on a Friday. In other words, even if Olympian Qil had
drums delivered to Bay Arca Drum for reconditioning (which it categorically denics), the
calculation of 6,000 drums basced on 100 drums a month for 5 years, instead of 3 years,
would be an exaggerated estimate, Moreover, cven if we assume that 6,000 drums were
delivered to Bay Area Drum from Olympian Qil, they only constituted less than 0.125% of
the total drums sent to Bay Arga Drum, making Olympian Qil’s involvement particularly
minimal.
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INYESTHGATIVE AGEMNCY. INC

41 Suttar Street, Suite 1230 CA 800.640.1411
San Frangisea, CA 74104 - USA B00.472.2345
State License: Pl 15237 Fax 800,253.0244

July 7., 1992

Monica Gan

SITE MITIGATION BRANCE

DEPARTMENT OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL
700 Heinz Avenue

Building F

Berkeley, California 94710

Re: PRBay Area Drum Site, Sap Frapcisco

Dear Ms. Gan:

It was a pleasure meeting with you again last Wednesday during
our interview with Jack Hamilton. Pursuant to the request of the
PRF Group at the above referenced Site, I am herewith sending you
materials generated in the course of our Anvestigation. Enclosed
please find three attachments:

1. a summary of our interview with Jack Hamilton
(Attachment No. 1);

-

Each of these is described in greater detail below.

With respect to Attachment No. 1, on Wednesday, July 1, 1992, we
interviewaed Jack Hamilton at your offices in Berkeley. 1In
attendance were myself, you, William Motmans of your office, and
Steve Henshaw ¢f Romic Chemical. As you know, Susan Bertken of
the Toxics Legal Office was present initially, but soon left as
Mr. Hamilton had stated that he would leave if any "lawyers" ware
present. Attachment No. 1 summarizes Mr. Hamilton's
_identification of additional PRP= who sent significant volumes of
drums to the Site and have not yet been named by the Department
of Toxic Substances Control.

Mr. Hamilton explained that he was employed as a truck driver at
the Site for the Bedini group from approximately 1958 to 1965,
His duties were to pick up drums from various companies and
deliver them to the Site for reconditiening. Mr. Hamilton
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continued to work as a driver at the site from 1965 to 1970 while
the Myers Drum Company ran the operation, and also thTough 1972
after the Bedini group retook the operation. From 1972 through
1980, Mr. Hamilton operated as an independent jobkher and
reqularly sold drums to the operators of the Site. In 1980 he
joined with Dave Cannon to form Bay Area Drum Company, Inc. and
worked there until his departure in 1983, .

As you know, Mr. Hamilton had with him notes (which he would not
let us see) that he said he'd prepared during May and June of
1992. He said he'd prepared them following an interview with
Bill Motmans, at which Mr. Motmans had advised him to begin

trying to recall and record as much data as possible about the
Site. '

As you no doubt recall, Mr. Hamilton did emphasize that the
numbers he provided were his best estimates. Thus, I cannot, of
course, vouch for the veracity of the numbers set forth in
Attachment No. 1. Mr. Eamilton did say, though, that he helieved
that a joint interview with himself and Dave Camnon might produce
more accurate estimates. '
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very truly yours,

\./'!/ l‘
' Nic Smith_/

Project Director

NJS/gbg
Enclosures
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IMVESTIGAIIVE AGEMNGY, INC.

41 Sutter Street, Suite 1230 CaA 800.640.1611
S5am Franciseo, CA 94104 USA 800.472.2345
State License: P 15237 Fax 800.251.0244

July 6, 1992

BAY AREA DRUM
PRP Investigation
~Jack Hamilton Interview

The following is a list of customers at the Bay Area Drum Site
who have not yet been named by DTSC as Potentially Responsible
Parties.

Hamilton supplied this information, including the estimates of
total number of drums sent to the Site, relative to the customers
of BEDINI/MEYERS (1958<1970). Hamilton stated that the clients
of BEDINI stayed as clients for MEYERS, so the totals remained
the same. [NOTE: Those customers which did have gdiffering
volumes are noted on each individual account.]
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BAY AREA DRUM
Interview Report
July 6, 1992
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24) DLYHPIA OIL COMPANY - SSF (Linden Avenue)

100 Drums a month . .
100x12=5 TOTAL DRUMS 6,000
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